
 

Loving God, 
Welcoming All, 

Serving Neighbors, 
Together through  

Jesus Christ 

Whether you have  
come to Memorial since birth,  

you are visiting for the first time,  
or anything in-between,  

we are grateful you are here  
and hope you join us again soon.   

 

May you have a blessed  
Christmas season! 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star in the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
Hail the blest morn!  See the great Mediator down from the regions of glory descend! 
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger.  Lo, for his guard the bright angels attend. 
 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; low lies his head with the beasts of the stall. 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, Maker and Monarch and Savior of all. 
Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, odors of Edom and offering divine? 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 
 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure. 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration; dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 
Star in the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Choral Anthem Lyrics  Star in the East  by William Allen Pasch 

In manger bed He lies, the glorious King of light,  
and all is calm as angels sing on this still and silent night. 
The shepherds humbly kneel; how precious is the sight,  
and Mary cradles Heaven's heir on this still and silent night. 
 

Hear Mary softly singing, beneath the stars so bright,  
her songs of love and praise on this still and silent night, Holy night! 
 

Salvation's joy has come, God's glory, our delight.  

Choral Anthem Lyrics by Cook/Koerts 

   On This Still and Silent Night 
OUR PURPOSE 

 
 

 
Sunday School 
9:15 am—10:15 am 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
10:30 am—11:30 am 

 

Review Preview 
Thursdays 7 pm—8 pm 

 

To see all of our events, visit 
www.PMUMC.org/home/calendar/ 

WELCOME 
 

Poolesville Memorial United Methodist Church 
17821 Elgin Rd. / PO Box 358,  Poolesville MD  20837  

301-349-2010  l  office@pmumc.org 

www.PMUMC.org 
 

Rev. Timothy A. Dowell, Pastor 
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“Waiting” 



A special welcome to our guests today!  Your visit is a blessing and we are glad 
you are here!  As we gather, take time to relax and prepare your heart to listen 

for God through today’s time of prayer, song, and scripture study.   

* = Please stand in your heart or posture.   
UMH = United Methodist Hymnal.  TFWS = The Faith We Sing. 

Italicized, BOLD Text = recite out loud 

CHRISTMAS EVER                 December 24, 2025 

 

GREETER—Cindy McCraith and Steve McCraith 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC      Linda Custer 
 Still, Still, Still       by Hayes/Wagner 
 

 Silent Night, Holy Night!      by Dan Miller 
 

     FLUTE/PIANO DUET      Beth Parker/Linda Custer 
 Dost Thou in a Manger Lie     by Robert J. Powell 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
ACOLYTE—Sam L. 

 

WELCOME—Introductions and Prayer    Rev Timothy Dowell 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC—PIANO DUET     Linda Custer/Janet Hartz 
 O Holy Night        by Adam/Raney 
 

CHORAL INTROIT—CHANCEL CHOIR    Janet Hartz/Linda Custer 
     BELL ACCOMPANIMENT      Becky Smalley 
 Star in the East       by William Allen Pasch 
 

ADVENT READING AND CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY  Pam Flick/Eleanor Bateman 
 Love Has Come (Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella)   by Ken Bible/Pr. Jack Glasgow 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SCRIPTURE—Luke 2:11-14 
11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.”  13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!”  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE DEVOTIONAL 
Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, 
that we might affirm our King Jesus. 
 

It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ Candle. 

MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH          POOLESVILLE, MD 
 

We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of 
Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. The same Jesus lives 
today in our hearts. He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ 
our hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is complete; and our peace is sealed. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CHORAL RESPONSE & CANDLE LIGHTING 
(Choral Response to be sung to the tune of Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella) 
 

Christ is born, we celebrate Christmas! 
Christ is born, His candle we light. 
Christ has come to the world and its darkness. 
Christ has come, salvation bringing. 
Hope! Love! These are the gifts of  Jesus! 
Joy! Peace! These are the gifts of  God! 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
As we light these candles, we rejoice! A Savior is born. A savior is born, indeed. 
Joy to the world! 
 

*OPENING HYMN—Joy to the World    UMH 246 
 

FIRST READING—Titus 2:11-14     Ray Hoewing 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM—CHANCEL CHOIR     Janet Hartz 
 On This Still and Silent Night     by Koerts/Cook 
 

SECOND READING—Luke 2:1-20     Rev. Timothy Dowell 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE—Waiting       Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE—Angels We Have Heard on High UMH 248 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS      Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

OFFERING (Offering Plates in Spurrier Hall)    Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

*DOXOLOGY—In the Bleak Midwinter     UMH 221, verse 4 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER      UMH 895 
 

*CLOSING HYMN—Silent Night     UMH 239 
 

*BENEDICTION       Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

POSTLUDE MUSIC       Linda Custer 
 Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing!     by Mary McDonald 
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