
 



 
ASH WEDNESDAY          February 18, 2026 

 

* = Please stand in your heart or posture. 
UMH = United Methodist Hymnal.  TFWS = The Faith We Sing. 

Italicized, BOLD Text = recite out loud 
 

GREETERS—TBD 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC—Meditation on “St. Flavian”   by Brenda Portman 
 (Lord who throughout these forty days)   Linda Custer 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

ACOLYTE—Isabel S. 
  

WELCOME—Introductions and Prayer    Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC—What Wondrous Love Is This   by John S. Dixon 
 Piano/Organ Duet      Janet Hartz/Linda Custer 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       led by Wendy Huff 
LEADER: Create in us clean hearts, O God, 
PEOPLE: And renew a right spirit within us. 

 

LEADER: When we are burdened by guilt and bound by shame, 
PEOPLE: God’s mercy is greater than our sin. 

 

LEADER: When we stand accused and fear condemnation, 
PEOPLE: Christ bends down in mercy and lifts us up in grace. 
 

LEADER: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
PEOPLE: A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

LEADER: Come, let us worship the One who forgives, restores, and makes all things new. 
PEOPLE: We come, washed in mercy, upheld by grace. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER       led by Wendy Huff 
 Merciful God, we come before you aware of our sin and our need.  Have mercy 

on us according to your steadfast love.  Create in us clean hearts, and renew a 
right spirit within us.  When we feel accused or ashamed, remind us that Christ 
speaks mercy, not condemnation, and calls us to rise and walk in new life. 
Cleanse us, restore us, and ready us for worship, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

A special welcome to our guests today!  Your visit is a blessing and we are glad 
you are here!  As we gather, take time to relax and prepare your heart to listen 
for God through today’s time of prayer, song, and scripture study.   



 

 

MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                 POOLESVILLE, MD 
 

*OPENING HYMN—Just as I Am, Without One Plea  UMH 357 
 

FIRST READING—Psalm 51:1-17     David Melton 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM—A Clean Heart     by Benjamin Harlan 
Chancel Choir       Janet Hartz/Linda Custer 
 

SECOND READING—John 8:1-11     Rev. Timothy Dowell 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE—Go and Sin No More     Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE—Take Time to Be Holy   UMH 395 
 

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES     Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      UMH 895 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES      Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

*CLOSING HYMN—Take My Life, and Let It Be   UMH 399 
 

*BENEDICTION       Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

POSTLUDE MUSIC—The Only Son from Heaven and Sing, My Tongue by Michael Burkhardt 
         Linda Custer 

 
Lyrics to Choral Anthem — A Clean Heart — by Benjamin Harlan 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God.   
Create in me a clean heart. 
Renew my spirit, renew my spirit.   
Create in me a clean heart. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God.   
Create in me a clean heart. 
Renew my spirit, renew my spirit.   
Create in me a clean heart. 
 

A heart that's free to give  
   as you have given to me,  

a heart that's free to love  
   as you have loved me, 
A heart that really cares,  
   a heart that always shares.  
Create in me a clean heart. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God.  
Create in me a clean heart. 
Renew my spirit, renew my spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart. 
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