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Holy Thursday 
April 17, 2025—7 pm 

Tenebrae Service 

A special welcome to our guests today!  Your visit is a blessing and we are 
glad you are here!  As we gather, take time to relax and prepare your heart to 

listen for God through today’s time of prayer, song, and scripture study.   

* = Please stand in your heart or posture.  UMH = United Methodist Hymnal.  TFWS = The Faith We Sing. 
Italicized, BOLD Text = recite out loud 

HOLY THURSDAY                 April 17, 2025 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC—Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands  by Lani Smith 
 

Tenebrae Service 
 

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER     Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC—O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   by Hassler/Miller 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       led by Ralph Hitchens 
LEADER: God is light, in whom there is no darkness at all. 
PEOPLE: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 

LEADER: And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, 
PEOPLE: and we loved darkness rather than light. 
 

*OPENING HYMN—Because Thou Hast Said    UMH 635 
 

COMMUNION—A Service of Word & Table II (spoken)  UMH pgs. 12-15, 20-22 
PRAYER—The Lord’s Prayer      UMH 895 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION—Various hymns    Linda Custer 

 

ANTHEM—Remember, Remember Me     by Jack Schrader 
 Chancel Choir       Janet Hartz/Linda Custer 
 

THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST - John 18:1-19:42   by James H. Charlesworth 
 

FIRST READING        David Melton 
WHEN THE SUPPER WAS FINISHED… 
...Jesus went forth with is disciples across the Kidron valley,  
 where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.   
Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place;  
 for Jesus often met there with his disciples.   
So Judas, procuring a band of soldiers  
 and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees,  
 went there with lanterns and torches and weapons.   
Then Jesus, knowing all that was to befall him,  
 came forward and said to them, "Whom do you seek?"   
They answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth."   
Jesus said to them, "I am he."  
Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.   
When he said to them, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground.   
Again he asked them, "Whom do you seek?"   
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FIRST READING –continued      David Melton 
And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth."   
Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he;  
 so, if you seek me, let these men go."   
This was to fulfill the word which he had spoken,  
 "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me."   
Then Simon Peter, having a sword,  
 drew it and struck the high priest's slave and cut off his right ear.   
 The slave's name was Malchus.   
Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into its sheath;  
 shall I not drink the cup which the Father has given me?" 

 

SECOND READING        Becky Smalley 
So the band of soldiers and their captain  
 and the officers of the Judean authorities seized Jesus and bound him.   
First they led him to Annas;  
 for he was the father–in–law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.   
It was Caiaphas who had given counsel to the religious authorities  
 that it was expedient that one man should die for the people. 

 

THIRD READING         Chris Giarratano 
Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple.   
As this disciple was known to the high priest,  
 he entered the court of the high priest along with Jesus,  
 while Peter stood outside at the door.   
So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest,  
 went out and spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in.   
The woman who guarded the gate said to Peter,  
 "Are not you also one of this man's disciples?"   
He said, "I am not."   
Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire,  
 because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves;  
Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. 
 

FOURTH READING        Gary Hartz 
The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.   
Jesus answered him, "I have spoken openly to the world;  
I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple,  

  where all Jewish people come together;  
I have said nothing secretly. Why do you ask me?   
Ask those who have heard me, what I said to them; they know what I said."   
When he had said this,  
one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying,  
 "Is that how you answer the high priest?"   

FOURTH READING—continued      Gary Hartz 
Jesus answered him,  
 "If I have spoken wrongly, bear witness to the wrong;  
 but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?"   
Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

 

FIFTH READING         David Melton 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.   
They said to him, "Are not you also one of his disciples?"   
He denied it and said, "I am not."   
One of the servants of the high priest,  
 a kinsman of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,  
 "Did I not see you in the garden with him?"   
Peter again denied it; and at once the cock crowed. 

 

SIXTH READING        Becky Smalley 
Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters.   
It was early.   
They themselves did not enter the headquarters,  
 so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the Passover.   
So Pilate went out to them and said,  
 "What accusation do you bring against this man?"   
They answered him,  
 "If this man were not an evildoer, we would not have handed him over."   
Pilate said to them,  
 "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law."   
The religious authorities said to him,  
 "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death."   
This was to fulfill the word which Jesus had spoken, to show by what death he was to die. 
 

SEVENTH READING        Chris Giarratano 
Pilate entered the headquarters again and called Jesus, and said to him,  

  "Are you the King of the Jews?"   
 Jesus answered, "Do you say this of your own accord,  

 or did others say it to you about me?"   
Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew?   
 Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me;  
 what have you done?"   
Jesus answered, "My kingship is not of this world;  
 if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight,  
  that I might not be handed over to the religious authorities;  
 but my kingship is not from the world."   
Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?"   
Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king.   
For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth.   
Every one who is of the truth hears my voice."   
Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" 



EIGHTH READING        Gary Hartz 
After Pilate had said this,  
 he went to the religious authorities again, and told them,  
 "I find no crime in him.   
But you have a custom, that I should release one man for you at the Passover;  
will you have me release for you the King of the Jews?"   
They cried out again, "Not this man, but Barabbas!"   
Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 

NINTH READING        David Melton 
Then Pilate took Jesus and scourged him.   
And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his head,  
 and arrayed him in a purple robe;  
they came up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!"  
 and struck him with their hands.   
Pilate went out again, and said to them,  
 "See, I am bringing him out to you,  
 that you may know that I find no crime in him."   
So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.   
Pilate said to them, "Behold the man!"   
When the chief priests and the officers saw him,  
 they cried out, "Crucify him, crucify him!"   
Pilate said to them,  
 "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in him."   
The religious authorities answered him,  
 "We have a law, and by that law he ought to die,  
 because he has made himself the Son of God."   
When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid;  
he entered the headquarters again and said to Jesus,  
 "Where are you from?"   
But Jesus gave no answer.   
Pilate therefore said to him, "You will not speak to me?   
 Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?"   
Jesus answered him,  
 "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above;  
 therefore he who delivered me to you has the greater sin." 
 

TENTH READING        Becky Smalley 
Upon this Pilate sought to release him,  
 but the religious authorities cried out,  
"If you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend;  
 every one who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar."   
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out  
 and sat down on the judgment seat  
 at a place called The Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gab’ ba tha.   
Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour.   

TENTH READING—continued      Becky Smalley 
He said to the religious authorities, "Behold your King!"   
They cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!"   
Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?"   
The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."   
They handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 

ELEVENTH READING       Chris Giarratano 
So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross,  
 to the place called the place of a skull,  
 which is called in Hebrew, Gol’ go tha.   
There they crucified him,  
 and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.   
Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the cross;  
 it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."   
Many of the Judeans read this title,  
 for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city;  
 and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.   
The Jewish chief priests then said to Pilate,  
 "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,'  
 but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'"   
Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written." 
 

TWELFTH READING        Gary Hartz 
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus  
 they took his garments and made four parts, one for each soldier;  
 also his tunic.   
But the tunic was without seam, woven from top to bottom;  
 so they said to one another,  
 "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be."   
This was to fulfill the scripture,  
"They parted my garments among them,  
 and for my clothing they cast lots." 

 

THIRTEEN READING        David Melton 
So the soldiers did this.   
But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother,  
 and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.   
When Jesus saw his mother,  
 and the disciple whom he loved standing near,  
 he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!"   
Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!"   
And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 

FOURTEENTH READING        Becky Smalley 
After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished,  
 said (to fulfill the scripture), "I thirst."   



FOURTEENTH READING—continued      Becky Smalley 
A bowl full of vinegar stood there;  
so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop  
 and held it to his mouth.   
When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished";  
and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

FIFTEENTH READING        Chris Giarratano 
Since it was the day of Preparation,  
 in order to prevent the bodies from remaining on the cross  
 on the sabbath (for that sabbath was a high day),  
the religious authorities asked Pilate that their legs might be broken,  
 and that they might be taken away.   
So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first,  
 and of the other who had been crucified with him;  
but when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,  
 they did not break his legs.   
But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear,  
 and at once there came out blood and water.   
He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true,  
 and he knows that he tells the truth—that you also may believe.   
For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled,  
 "Not a bone of him shall be broken."   
And again another scripture says,  
 "They shall look on him whom they have pierced." 

 

SIXTEENTH READING        Gary Hartz 
After this Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,  
 but secretly, for fear of the religious authorities,  
asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus,  
 and Pilate gave him leave.   
So he came and took away his body.   
Nicodemus also, who had at first come to him by night,  
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,  
 about a hundred pounds' weight.   
They took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices,  
 as is the burial custom of the Jews.   
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden,  
 and in the garden a new tomb where no one had ever been laid.   
So because of the Jewish day of Preparation,  
 as the tomb was close at hand,  
 they laid Jesus there. 

 

*DISMISSAL         Rev. Timothy Dowell 
(All depart in silence.) 

 
PASTOR - Rev. Timothy A. Dowell 
 

ORGANIST - Linda Custer 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR - Janet Hartz 
 

WORSHIP CMTE CHAIR - Priscilla Lyon 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR - Janet Hartz (Director),  
  Eleanor Bateman, Tim Dowell, Chris Giarratano,  
  Wendy Huff, Steve Krasner, Priscilla Lyon,  
  David Melton, Tim Melton, Walter Moskwa,  
  Marty Pauley, Roger Powers, Betty Jean Selby,  
  Becky Smalley, Erin Smeller, Madelon Stone 
 

BELL CHOIR - Becky Smalley (Director),  
  Jennifer Fielder, Janet Hartz, Cindy Heivilin,  
  Kirsten Lewis, Nicole Lewis, Priscilla Lyon,  
  Michelle Palmer, Beth Parker, Kevin Schramm,  
  Corrine Selby, Isabel Smalley 

 

ACOLYTES - Kirsten Lewis (Coordinator),  
  Knox H., Nicole L., Sam L. (Head Acolyte),  
  Addison S., Aubrey S., Evie S., Isabel S. 
 

ALTAR GUILD/SACRAMENT STEWARD-  
  Janet Spiker, Jenny Rivenbark (alternate) 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT - Betty King 
 

HEAD USHER - Dr. Robert Spiker 
 

VISUAL ARTS - Dianna McGrew, Jenny  
  Rivenbark, Janet Spiker,  
 

AUDIO/VIDEO - Tim Melton, Kevin Schramm 
 

CHURCH COORDINATOR - Shirley Prasada-Rao 
 

CUSTODIAN - Ximenia “Patricia” Murdock 
 

EVENT MONITOR - Linda Self 
 

NURSERY - Stephanie Parker, Cynthia Cook 

C H U R C H  P E R S O N N E L  &  C O N T R I B U T O R S  T O  W O R S H I P  

Lyrics to Tonight’s Anthem by Jack Schrader 

Remember, Remember Me 

 
This bread is my body, broken for you;  

this cup is my lifeblood, poured out for you. 
Each time when you drink it, each time you partake,  

remember, remember me. 
 

This bread is my body, broken for you;  
this cup is my lifeblood, poured out for you. 

Each time when you drink it, each time you partake,  
remember, remember me. 

 
Remember, remember my love for you;  

the sacrifice I willingly made. 
Remember what I taught you, remember my grace.   

Remember, remember me. 
 

This bread is my body, broken for you;  
this cup is my lifeblood, poured out for you. 

Each time when you drink it, each time you partake,  
remember, remember me. 
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