
GENERAL QUESTIONS &  
PASTORAL APPOINTMENTS  

Please contact the office at 301-349-2010,  
office@pmumc.org, or visit www.pmumc.org 

 

PHONE MESSAGES 
Voicemails are sent electronically to  

designated email accounts. 
 

EMERGENCIES 
For immediate pastoral care, please email  

PastorTim@PMUMC.org 

 
PASTOR - Rev. Timothy A. Dowell 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR - Janet Hartz 
 

ORGANIST - Linda Custer 
 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR - Becky Smalley 
 

HEAD USHER - Dr. Robert Spiker 
 

ALTAR GUILD/SACRAMENT STEWARD-Janet Spiker 
 

WORSHIP CMTE CHAIR - Priscilla Lyon 
 

VISUAL ARTS - Dianna McGrew, Janet Spiker,  
  Jenny Rivenbark 
 

ACOLYTE COORDINATOR - Roy Melton 
 

HEAD ACOLYTE - Sam L. 
 

AUDIO/VIDEO - Tim Melton, Kevin Schramm 
 

NURSERY - Stephanie Parker, Sierra Waterman-Wells 
 

CHURCH COORDINATOR - Shirley Prasada-Rao 
CUSTODIAN - Ximenia “Patricia” Murdock 
 

ACOLYTES - Chloe D., Nicole L., Sam L.  
  Addison S., Aubrey S. Evie S., Izzy S. 
 

BELL CHOIR - Brenda Boulter, Jennifer Fielder,  
  Janet Hartz, Cindy Heivilin, Kirsten Lewis, Nicole  
  Lewis, Priscilla Lyon, Michelle Palmer, Beth Parker,  
  Kristen Roe, Kevin Schramm, Corrine Selby, Isabel  
  Smalley 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR - Eleanor Bateman, Tim Dowell,  
  Chris Giarratano, Steve Krasner, Priscilla Lyon, David  
  Melton, Tim Melton, Walter Moskwa, Marty Pauley,  
  Rachel Poirier, Roger Powers, Betty Jean Selby, Becky  
  Smalley, Erin Smeller, Madelon Stone 

C H U R C H  P E R S O N N E L  &  C O N T R I B U T O R S  T O  W O R S H I P  

O F F I C E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

 
Sun., Dec 17  -  2 Corinthians 8:1-13  3rd Sunday of Advent 
Mon., Dec 18  -  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  Learning to Whistle 

Tue., Dec 19  -  2 Chronicles 20:13-22  All My Might 
Wed., Dec 20  -  Romans 12:3-8  What Can I Give? 
Thu., Dec 21  -  Psalm 73:1-28  Finding Direction 
Fri., Dec 22  -  Romans 12:9-14  Power in Prayer 
Sat., Dec 23  -  Matthew 5:14-16  Seasons of Joy 

Visit www.upperroom.com for more information. 

D A I L Y  D E V O T I O N A L S  

 

Loving God 
 

Welcoming All 
 

Serving Neighbors 
 

Together through  
Jesus Christ 

O U R  P U R P O S E  

 

AVERAGE WEEKLY GIVING (last 8 weeks) 
$7,941.86 

 

WAYS TO GIVE: 
· PLACE in Offering Plate when  

entering/exiting Worship Service 
· MAIL to Memorial’s PO Box 358 
· DROP in Memorial’s secured mailbox  

next to entrance 
· ELECTRONICALLY via PMUMC.org 

C H U R C H  G I V I N G  

Memorial United Methodist Church 
17821 Elgin Rd. / PO Box 358,  Poolesville MD  20837  

301-349-2010  l  office@pmumc.org 
www.PMUMC.org 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2023 

 

JOY 

Who Are You? 



A special welcome to our guests today!  Your visit is a blessing and we are 
glad you are here!  As we gather, take time to relax and prepare your heart to 

listen for God through today’s time of prayer, song, and scripture study.   

* = Please stand in your heart or posture.  UMH = United Methodist Hymnal.  TFWS = The Faith We Sing. 
Italicized, BOLD Text = recite out loud 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                 December 17, 2023 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC      Linda Custer 
 A Rosetti Christmas       by Mark Hayes 
 (with In the Bleak Midwinter and Love Came Down at Christmas)  
 

Worship Service 
Isabel S., Acolyte 

 

WELCOME—Introductions and Prayer 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC—ORGAN/TRUMPET    Linda Custer/Walter Moskwa  
 Proclaim the Glory of the Lord     by Liles/Borop/Schrader 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY—Christ Be Our Light! by Farrell/Raney 
 

INTROIT—CHANCEL CHOIR—Christ Be Our Light!  by Bernadette Farrell 
 

*RESPONSIVE LITANY—Hope for Those Who Are Watching led by Betty Jean Selby 
LEADER: Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses. 
PEOPLE: We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day! 
LEADER: Grant us vision to behold your glory. 
PEOPLE: We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day! 
LEADER: Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice. 
PEOPLE: We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day! 
LEADER: Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace. 
PEOPLE: We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!. 
LEADER: For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst: 
PEOPLE: Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the  
  love of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 
 

*CANDLE LIGHTING      Patrick, Erin, Bradley and 
         Mia Smeller 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL CHORAL RESPONSE    see insert 

MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH          POOLESVILLE, MD 
 

*PRAYER        led by Betty Jean Selby 
God of eternity, you called faithful people throughout the ages to behold your glory.  
We acknowledge you call us to the same awareness today.  We confess at times our 
spiritual senses are stifled.  Rekindle a new awareness of your everlasting glory.  We 
stand in awe of your deeds and ask you to repeat them in our day.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  Amen.  
 

*OPENING HYMN—All Earth Is Waiting    UMH 210 
 

FIRST READING—1 Thessalonians 5:16-24    Gary Hartz 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM—BELL CHOIR      Becky Smalley 
 Mary, Did You Know?      by Anna Laura Page 
 

SECOND READING—John 1:6-8, 19-28    Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON—Who Are You?      Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

ANTHEM—CHANCEL CHOIR     Janet Hartz 
 As the Dark Awaits the Dawn      by Carl Schalk 
 

OFFERING (Offering Plates in Spurrier Hall)    Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS      Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

*DOXOLOGY—Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  UMH 95 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER      UMH 895 
 

*CLOSING HYMN—Christ Is the World’s Light    UMH 188 
 

*BENEDICTION       Rev. Timothy Dowell 
 

POSTLUDE MUSIC       Linda Custer 
On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry    by David Cherwien 

SCHEDULE 
December 24 
4th Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 

7 pm 

December 31 
1st Sunday after 

Christmas 

Liturgist 
Erin Smeller 

Ralph Hitchens 
Brenda Boulter 
Kirsten Lewis 

Pam Flick 
Ray Hoewing 

Acolyte Nicole L. Addison S. Aubrey S. 

January 7 
2nd Sunday after 

Christmas 

TBD 

Chloe D. 



Thank you to those 
that are helping with 
food/serving on Sat., 
12/23.  Each month 

there is the opportunity to pro-
vide food and/or serve the men.   

Thank you to 
all those that 

planned, helped, 
provided food, participated in 

and/or attended our:  
·Christmas Program & Potluck 

last Sunday; and our 
·Live Nativity last night!   
You are a blessing! 

Helping our Neighbors 
Thank you to all of those 
that signed up to donate.   
Please return all gifts by 
Monday, 12/18.   

Nursery(6mo-4yr) 
10:15-11:45 am—Rm 5 

“As Dark Awaits the Dawn” by Carl Schalk 
 

As the dark awaits the dawn, so we await your light. 

O star of promise, scatter night, loving bright,  
Til shades of fear are gone. 

 

As the blue expectant hour before the silv’ring skies,  
We long to see your day arise, whole and wise,  

O lucent Morning Star. 
 

As the moon reflects the sun until the night’s decrease,  
may we your healing light release, living peace,  

Unto your holy dawn.   
 

Shine your future on this place, enlighten ev’ry guest,  
That through us stream your holiness, bright and blest;  

Come dawn, O Sun of grace. 

 !From:  Catherine Beliveau 
with Backpack Bites  

Program… 
I want to thank you all for your par-
ticipation in our Backpack Bites 
Program.  We got off to a good 
start this fall and are on a roll head-
ed into the new year.  We are cur-
rently serving 11 families at Pool-
esville ES and 10 at Monocacy.  We 
could not do it without YOU!!  
Your service is greatly appreciated 

Send prayer request to  
prayers@PMUMC.org 

 
SUN - DEC. 17 

3rd Sunday  
of Advent 

 
  9:15 - 10:15 am 
  10:15 - 11:45 am 
  10:30 - 11:30 am 
  11:30 am - 12:30pm 
  6 - 8 pm 

 
  Sunday School - Rm 1, 2, 3, 4, (6 & Zoom for Adults) 
  Nursery - Room 5 
  Worship Service - Sanctuary/YouTube 
  Finance Committee Meetings - CANCELED 
  PHS Football Banquet - FH 

MON - DEC 18 

  10 am - 12 pm 
  4:30 - 6 pm 
  6 - 7 pm 
  7 - 8:30 pm 

  Food Pick-up - Kitchen 
  Girl Scout Troop #32009 Meeting - Room 1 
  Girl Scout Troop #32095 Meeting - Room 1 
  Bell Choir Rehearsal - Spurrier Hall 

TUE - DEC 19   6 - 7 pm 
  7 - 8 pm 

  Girl Scout Troop #32066 Meeting - Room 1 
  Men’s Group - Room 6 & Zoom 

WED - DEC 20   7:30 - 9 pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Room 8 

THU - DEC 21   7 - 8 pm 
  7 - 8 pm 

  Review/Preview with Pastor Tim- Via Zoom 
  Zumba - Fellowship Hall 

SAT - DEC. 23   1 - 4 pm 
  4 pm - 6 pm 

  Friendly Thrift Shop Ministry - On Location 
  Frederick Rescue Mission - Off-Site 

SUN - DEC. 24 
4th Sunday  
of Advent 

Christmas Eve 

  9:15 - 10:15 am 
  10:15 - 11:45 am 
  10:30 - 11:30 am 
  7 - 8 pm 

  Sunday School - Rm 1, 2, 3, 4, (6 & Zoom for Adults) 
  Nursery - Room 5 
  Worship Service - Sanctuary/YouTube 
  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service - S/YT 

MON - DEC 25 

TUE - DEC 26   6 - 7 pm 
  7 - 8:30 pm 

  Girl Scout Troop #32066 Meeting - Room 1 
  Christian Education Meeting - Room 6 

WED - DEC 27   7:30 - 9 pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal - CANCELLED 

THU - DEC 28   7 - 8 pm   Review/Preview with Pastor Tim- Via Zoom 

SAT - DEC. 30   1 - 4 pm   Friendly Thrift Shop Ministry - On Location 

SUN - DEC. 31 
1st Sunday  

after Christmas 

  9:15 - 10:15 am 
  10:15 - 11:45 am 
  10:30 - 11:30 am 

  Sunday School - Rm 1, 2, 3, 4, (6 & Zoom for Adults) 
  Nursery - Room 5 
  Worship Service - Sanctuary/YouTube 

Merry Christmas! 
Bell Choir Rehearsal Cancelled 

U P C O M I N G  H A P P E N I N G S  

Up-Coming Week’s Scripture Readings 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Luke 1:47-55 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

Sunday School 9:15 am - 10:15 am 
Kid’s start in Rm 1 /Adults in Rm 6 



Ages 3+ December 17, 2023 • 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
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