Faithful Men: Formation, Failure, and Faithfulness

Biweekly Men's Bible Study Guide

January-May

“Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.”
1 Corinthians 16:13-14

Designed for small groups, church men’s ministries, and discipleship gatherings
Format: 10 biweekly sessions - 60 minutes each

How to Use This Guide

+ Each session includes Scripture, context, teaching focus, discussion questions, and a closing prayer.
* Leaders may prepare by reading the larger contextual passages in advance.
* Sessions are discussion-driven and require no prior biblical expertise.

Suggested Printing: Double-sided - Stapled or bound - 8.5 x 11

Faithful Men: Formation, Failure, and Faithfulness

Biweekly Men'’s Bible Study — January through May

This guide is designed for group use and printing. Each session is structured for a 60-minute gathering
and includes Scripture, teaching focus, and discussion questions.

Session 1 — A Man After God’s Own Heart (January)

Primary Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Larger Context: 1 Samuel 8-16

Context

Israel's desire for a king leads to disappointment as leadership rooted in appearance and power proves
unstable. God initiates a quiet but decisive shift by choosing David, the youngest and least expected son,
emphasizing inward faithfulness over outward strength.



Teaching Focus

God forms faithful men by shaping character before calling them into visible leadership.

Discussion

1. What qualities does our culture celebrate in men?
2. What qualities does God prioritize in this passage?
3. Where might God be forming your character in unseen ways?

Closing Prayer

Lord, shape our hearts according to your will, and teach us to value faithfulness over recognition.

Session 2 — Choosing Obedience Over Sacrifice (January)

Primary Scripture: 1 Samuel 15:10-23
Larger Context: 1 Samuel 13-15

Context

Israel's first king repeatedly substitutes partial obedience and religious justification for wholehearted
faithfulness. Fear of people and desire for control undermine spiritual authority.

Teaching Focus

God desires obedience grounded in trust, not selective compliance framed as devotion.

Discussion

1. Where are men tempted to justify disobedience with good intentions?
2. How does fear of others shape our decisions?
3. What would full obedience look like for you this week?

Closing Prayer

God of truth, help us obey you fully and trust you completely.

Session 3 — Faithfulness When No One Is Watching (February)

Primary Scripture: Genesis 39:1-12
Larger Context: Genesis 37-41



Context

Joseph remains faithful to God while enslaved and tempted. Though his integrity leads to suffering, God
uses his faithfulness to preserve many lives.

Teaching Focus

Faithfulness in private prepares men for responsibility in public.

Discussion

1. Why is integrity hardest in private moments?
2. What pressures challenge your faithfulness?
3. How does this story encourage perseverance?

Closing Prayer

Faithful God, strengthen us to honor you in every circumstance.

Session 4 — Courage That Costs (February)

Primary Scripture: Daniel 3:13-28
Larger Context: Daniel 1-6

Context

Under imperial pressure, faithful Jews refuse idolatry. Their obedience demonstrates allegiance to God even
when faithfulness risks their lives.

Teaching Focus

True courage is obedience without guarantees.

Discussion

1. Where do men face pressure to compromise today?
2. What helps sustain courage in moments of risk?
3. How does trust in God shape bold obedience?

Closing Prayer

God of power, grant us courage to stand firm in faith.



Session 5 — When Power Corrupts (March)

Primary Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-5; Psalm 51:1-4
Larger Context: 2 Samuel 5-12

Context

At the height of success, David abuses his authority. His failure reveals the danger of unchecked power and
the necessity of repentance.

Teaching Focus

Unchecked power erodes faithfulness unless anchored in humility.

Discussion

1. Why does success sometimes weaken spiritual vigilance?
2. What does honest repentance require?
3. How can men remain accountable in positions of influence?

Closing Prayer

Merciful God, create in us clean hearts and steadfast spirits.

Session 6 — Restored for Service (March)

Primary Scripture: John 21:15-19
Larger Context: John 18-21

Context

After denying Jesus, Peter is restored by the risen Christ and recommissioned for leadership and service.

Teaching Focus

Failure does not disqualify men whom Christ restores.

Discussion

1. How does shame affect faith and leadership?
2. What does restoration look like in this passage?
3. Where might Christ be calling you forward again?

Closing Prayer

Risen Lord, restore us with your grace and lead us into faithful service.



Session 7 — Redefining Greatness (April)

Primary Scripture: Mark 10:35-45
Larger Context: Mark 8-10

Context

As Jesus approaches the cross, he reframes leadership as sacrificial service rather than status or control.

Teaching Focus

Christian leadership reflects the way of the cross.

Discussion

1. How does Jesus redefine greatness?
2. Where are you called to serve rather than be recognized?
3. How does servanthood transform relationships?

Closing Prayer

Servant King, teach us to lead with humility and love.

Session 8 — Finishing with Faith (April)

Primary Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:6-8
Larger Context: 2 Timothy

Context

Near the end of his life, Paul reflects on faithfulness marked by endurance and hope rather than ease.

Teaching Focus

A faithful ending matters more than a dramatic beginning.

Discussion

1. What sustains faith over a lifetime?
2. How do suffering and hope coexist in this passage?
3. What kind of legacy are you shaping?

Closing Prayer

Faithful God, keep us steadfast until the end.



Session 9 — Faith in Ordinary Life (May)

Primary Scripture: Colossians 3:17, 23-24
Larger Context: Colossians 1-4

Context

Paul teaches believers to live every role and responsibility as an offering to Christ.

Teaching Focus

There is no division between sacred and ordinary when Christ is Lord.

Discussion

1. Where do men compartmentalize faith?
2. How does Christ shape daily work and relationships?
3. What would wholehearted faith look like this week?

Closing Prayer

Lord of all, receive our daily work as worship.

Session 10 — Men Shaped for Mission (May)

Primary Scripture: Micah 6:8; Matthew 28:18-20
Larger Context: Micah 1-7; Matthew 28

Context

God calls His people to justice, mercy, and humility, and Jesus commissions them to carry this calling into
the world.

Teaching Focus

Men are formed by God for faithful witness and mission.

Discussion

1. What does faithful witness look like today?
2. How do justice, mercy, and humility shape discipleship?
3. Where is God sending you to live out your faith?



Closing Prayer

Sending God, lead us into the world as faithful witnesses of your love.

Suggested Use: Print double-sided, staple or bind. Each session fits 2-3 pages depending on font size.
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